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This year is the
20th Anniversary of
the DMC Regional
Solid Waste Commis-
sion.  Before 1990,
the landfill we are
still using today was
operated in turn by
the City of Burling-
ton, then Des Moines
County, and then by
private contractors
hired by Des Moines

County. While Des Moines County had a sin-
gle recycling dropoff in the late 1980s, area-
wide recycling and other waste diversion serv-
ices were not available until after the Commis-
sion was formed.

The Commission was formed in a time of
changing regulatory climate – a time of rising
public awareness and expectations for envi-
ronmental protection.  While federal regula-
tions were transforming disposal sites from lo-
cal dumps to high-tech containment facilities,
Iowa state regulations were establishing inte-
grated regional planning as the norm for man-

aging the waste stream.  The goal of integrat-
ed solid waste planning was to expand solid
waste management beyond safe disposal to
encourage waste reduction, reuse, recycling,
and composting.  Iowa chose to accomplish
these goals by encouraging regional consolida-
tion.  Many old county and city dumps from
the 1970s (including the Henry County Land-
fill) were closed.  Remaining landfills were up-
graded and expanded to regional facilities
with intergovernmental agreements and agen-
cies to manage them.

In 1990, Des Moines County Supervisors
decided to work with area municipalities to
form a regional solid waste commission.  Des
Moines County contributed the landfill proper-
ty and equipment, and area local governments
joined in the financial and oversight responsi-
bility. Incipient recycling programs in Des
Moines County and in Mt. Pleasant were
quickly expanded into area-wide services.
Over the last twenty years, these services have
been slowly expanded to include yardwaste
composting, Household Hazardous Waste
management, appliance demanufacturing, and
most recently, electronics recycling.

The Commission was organized in a way
that preserved direct policy oversight by the
member communities. Each member govern-
ment, regardless of size, has a vote on the
board, and Burlington, the largest member,
has 3 votes.  This organizational format has

functioned much like a publicly owned utility,
with professional staff conducting the daily
operations, and the representative board set-
ting policy, pricing, and overseeing the opera-
tions.

Previously established private businesses in
the waste industry operating within the Com-
mission’s service area have always been re-
spected, and the Commission has never at-
tempted to force them out of business, out of
the area, or even to directly compete with
them in their established services.  Garbage
collection and hauling has continued to be
provided by a combination of private and mu-
nicipal waste haulers. City Carton Recycling,
in Mt. Pleasant, continues to provide commer-
cial recycling collection and processing servic-
es throughout the planning area.  As demand
for commercial recycling service has grown,
many of the private waste haulers now offer
recycling collection for businesses, and those
materials are taken to either City Carton or
the Commission’s Area Recyclers facility.
Most recently, Hope Haven has begun provid-
ing commercial recycling service for small
businesses in the area.

Competition has thrived in the collection
business both before and since the formation
of the Commission.  There have been a few
mergers and acquisitions as well as some new
small business startups. Responsibility for
safe disposal of solid waste has always been
placed on local government under state law,
and in Iowa, most local governments have
shouldered this responsibility by owning or
partnering in publicly owned landfills.  In oth-
er words, Iowa landfills, with very few excep-
tions, have historically been structured as
public utilities, and have never been operated
as competitive enterprise. What some critics
may decry as “monopolies” have protected
the public interest by keeping revenue streams
(tipping fees) tied to local governmental re-
sponsibilities under state law.  While individ-
ual haulers could conceivably short-change
the public utility for immediate personal gain
(by using out of state landfills), such activity
would unfairly be at the expense of all other
area residents and businesses.

Fortunately, our board structure, with direct
representation from all member communities,
has helped to ensure that services and rates
are balanced to provide reasonable, cost effec-
tive services for all.

Hal Morton
Executive Director
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Ask Professor
Garbologist

Dear Professor Garbologist:  I live
just north of Burlington and often
bring our recyclables to the recycling
drop off area at Area Recyclers.  Re-
cently, I noticed signs on the cardboard
trailers stating that cereal boxes, soda
and beer cartons, and tissue boxes are
not accepted.  I have always put them
in the recycling before but now I am
confused. Help! Michelle, Burlington.

Hello Michelle:  Thanks for writing
in and thanks for noticing our new
signs!  Area Recyclers has never accept-
ed cereal boxes, soda or beer cartons, or
tissue boxes (or similar type boxes) for
recycling.  We have always tried to con-
vey that message with our recycling
guides and educational materials, but
somehow the message seems to miss
some people so we are trying again by
placing signs at our Area Recyclers drop
off location.   Area Recyclers only ac-
cepts corrugated cardboard, or as we tell
the young people, the wavy cardboard,
the cardboard with the squiggly middle.
Cereal and tissue type boxes are made
from chipboard which is not generally
suitable for recycling.  Soda and beer
cartons are made from boxboard which
is usually wax-coated and also contains
strands of fiber that aren’t recyclable.
When we do receive these unacceptable
materials at our drop off it increases our
costs because we have to separate them
and throw them into the trash.

?

A

Have a question for Professor Gar-
bologist?  Send it to us and you could
win a free coffee mug made from recy-
cled newspaper or denim. 
Send your questions to
feedback@dmcwaste.org,
or mail them to
Professor Garbologist,
c/o Area Recyclers,
1818 W. Burlington Ave.,
Burlington, IA
525601.

DMC Regional Waste Commission holiday schedule 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day,

and New Year’s Day are holidays for
the DMC Regional Waste Commis-
sion and all agency locations and of-
fices will be closed to the public.
The Christmas Day holiday will be
observed on Friday, December 24th.
The New Year’s Day holiday will be
observed on Friday, December 31st.

For the Thanksgiving holiday,
Burlington area residents who nor-
mally have recycling collected on
Thursday will have their recyclables
collected on Wednesday, November
24th.  Please have recyclables placed
curbside in your Area Recyclers con-

tainer(s) by 7:30am to ensure collec-
tion.  Wednesday’s regular route is
not affected. Normal hours and col-
lection resume on Friday.

For the Christmas holiday, Burling-
ton area residents who normally
have recycling collected on Friday
will have their recyclables collected
on Thursday, December 23.  Thurs-
day’s regular route is not affected.  

For the New Year’s Day holiday
residents of Mediapolis and Morning
Sun who normally have their recy-
clables collected on Friday will have
their recycling collected on Thursday,
December 30th.

!
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• 459 liter (115 gallon)
• Wind safe auto release locking top
• Air circulates for low odor 

composting
• Easy access from all 4 sides
• Made of recycled material

$$66449999$$66449999$64 99SSaallee PPrriicceeSSaallee PPrriicceeSale Price

West Burlington
754-5174

1-800-728-5843
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of Beaverdale

Thank You!
to Everyone Who 

Supports Recycling 
COMPOSTER

Now Stocking 
 7th Generation 

 Products

 Earth Friendly 
 Products

TakeAway – State Funding Approved for
2nd Year of Med Disposal Initiative

During the 2010 legislative
session, Iowa law makers ap-
proved funding for TakeAway,
Iowa’s statewide medication
disposal program.  The Take-
Away program is administered
through the Iowa Pharmacy As-
sociation (IPA) and regulatory
oversight is provided by the
Iowa Board of Pharmacy.  Take-
Away launched in November
2009, and to date over 400 com-
munity pharmacies are partici-
pating in all of Iowa’s 99 coun-
ties.  TakeAway aims to ensure safe medication use
among Iowans and to protect the environment
from disposal of unused and expired medications
entering and water ways.  

During the first eleven months of TakeAway,
greater than 7,680 pounds of unused and expired
drugs have been collected and shipped for destruc-
tion.  This figure does not represent the total
amount of medications collected, as all 405 partici-
pating pharmacies have partially-filled TakeAway
systems that have not yet been shipped.  

To learn more about TakeAway program, and
find local participating pharmacies and other in-
formation, please visit http://www.iarx.org/take-
away/. 

To properly dispose of unused and
expired medications, simply bring
the medications (in their original
packaging or vials) to a participating
pharmacy.  All prescription and over-
the-counter medications are accept-
able for return through TakeAway,
excluding controlled substances.  To
learn of controlled substance dispos-
al events, visit the
http://www.iarx.org/takeaway/
TakeAway website or
http://www.americanmedicinech-
est.com/ American Medicine Chest

Challenge, a national one-day take-back initiative
November 13th.  Examples of items accepted in-
clude pills, tablets, capsules, ointments, creams, lo-
tions, powders, inhalers, nebulizer solutions, liq-
uids less than 4 oz., solutions/suspensions.

If you would like additional information or mate-
rials to help promote TakeAway in your communi-
ty, contact your local participating pharmacy.  Par-
ticipating pharmacies in the DMC Regional Waste
Commission service area include both Hy-Vee
pharmacies in Burlington, Heritage Park Pharmacy
in West Burlington, Carruthers Pharmacy in Medi-
apolis, Hy-Vee clinic Pharmacy in Mt. Pleasant, Hy-
Vee Drugstore in Mt. Pleasant, and the Hy-Vee
Pharmacy in Mt. Pleasant.

Tom Greene from Heritage Park Pharmacy is pictured with their Rx
TakeAway box. Heritage will accept medications from customers of
any pharmacy for their TakeAway box.

It’s an electronics
time of year

If Santa’s sleigh delivers a flashy new TV, computer, or other elec-
tronics item to your house this year take note that as of July 1, 2010,
electronics with screens have been banned from landfill disposal and
are required to be disposed of at the HazChem Center.  Here is a
guide for residents and businesses wishing to dispose of electronics
with screens, defined as televisions, monitors, anything containing a
cathode ray tube (CRT), portable dvd players, and laptop computers.
The HazChem Center is located inside the DMC Regional Landfill and
will accept electronics with screens during regular landfill hours.
Fees will apply for disposal of these items and are listed as follows:
• Console TV’s and TV’s 27” and larger- $20
• CRT’s and TV’s smaller than 27”- $15
• Flat panel TV’s, monitors, laptop computers, other- $.75 per pound

The ban is necessary because these types of materials typically
contain high concentrations of precious metals that can be recycled
as well as toxic materials for which there are better options than
placing them in a landfill.  In August of 2009 the HazChem Center
began accepting electronic waste for disposal.  The EPA currently
bans business from disposing of these materials in landfills which
means this ban only impacts residents.

Residents will need to contact their trash hauler for specific ques-
tions regarding how this ban impacts how they can dispose of these
items without taking them to the landfill.  For detailed questions
about what is included in the electronics with screens landfill ban,
please contact the HazChem Center at (319) 753-8758 or 1-877-
HAZCHEM(429-2438).

TV's and monitors are prepped for shipment to
Midwest Electronic Recyclers in Walford, IA.
All e-waste accepted at the HazChem Center is
processed and recycled domestically.
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LaVeine
 Sanitation, Inc.
1022 N. Gear Ave. West Burlington

319-753-0405
Residential & Commercial Waste Disposal

• Yard waste 
pick up and 
drop off.

• Recyclable 
pick up.

• Cart service.
• Roll offs 11

thru 50 yards.

• Stationary 
compactors.

• 1-6 yard
containers.

• Daily, weekly, 
monthly and
call in rates. 

• Free estimates.
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2010 Large Business
Waste Reduction

& Recycling Awards

2010 Large Business
Waste Reduction

& Recycling Awards
FIRST TIME RECIPIENT

The DMC Regional Waste Commission recently recognized 3
area businesses for outstanding waste reduction and recycling
efforts. Two categories of awards are given each year.  First
time awards are presented to area businesses employing 100 or
more employees who have a waste reduction program in place
for at least 1 year.  Sustainability awards were presented for a
previously recognized waste reduction or recycling program that
has been maintained and enhanced in the past year.  

The Commission proudly recognized Dresser-Rand Corpora-
tion- Burlington as the first time winner for this year.  In 2009
the Burlington plant recycled nearly 200 tons of steel, 2.5 tons
of brass, and 3/4 of a ton of titanium.  The company also iden-
tified wood, cardboard, and paper as a significant part of its
waste stream that was not being recycled.  To resolve this, the
company located a local business that burns wood for heat
thereby eliminating wood disposal.  The company also pur-
chased a baler for their cardboard and paper and in the last

Carl Vass (left) from Dresser-Rand along with
Jeff Heland (right), chairman of the DMC Regional
Waste Commission.

Clyde "Sonny" Carpenter (left) from American Ordnance along with
Jeff Heland (right), chairman of the DMC Regional Waste Commission.

2011 DMC
Regional Waste

Commission
Meetings

The DMC Regional Waste
Commission conducts full
commission meetings on the
third Tuesday of alternating
months beginning in January.
Meetings begin at 4pm unless
otherwise stated and are held
in the conference room at
Area Recyclers, 1818 W.
Burlington Ave., Burlington.
The public is welcome.  

2011 Meeting Schedule:
January 18 March 15
May 17 July 19
September 20 November 16

quarter of 2009 recycled over 2 tons of paper and card-
board.  To further define the success of their efforts pri-
or to these programs being put into place the company
would send a 20 yard trash hopper to the landfill twice
a month whereas today they send that same trash hop-
per to the landfill once every three months.  

SUSTAINABILITY AWARDS FOR PREVIOUS
WINNERS

The two additional awards presented were sustain-
ability awards for exemplary ongoing waste reduction
and recycling programs. American Ordnance’s Middle-
town operations won the very first Waste Reduction and

Recycling Award in 2000.  There are 25 different
categories of materials identified for recycling

at American Ordnance.  Recycling at Ameri-
can Ordnance continues to evolve and in
the past year reductions in air pollution
were achieved along with a 90% reduc-
tion in solvent usage as a result of imple-
menting a new paint system.  The compa-
ny added additional recycling bins this

year for employees. In fiscal year 2010 sale
of recyclable materials amounted to over

$800,000 in revenue for the facility. 

General Electric West Burlington earned their first
award in 2003 and returned this year for their 6th sus-
tainability award.  GE has two separate teams of 5 em-
ployees each that are integral to the plant’s waste reduc-
tion and recycling efforts.  In 2009 the company reduced
Co2 emissions by 60 metric tons and reduced water us-
age by 10,000 gallons by installing more a more efficient
parts washer. The plant also recycled over 400 gallons
of solvents that otherwise would have been shipped off
site as hazardous waste. The plant also recycled 17
semi loads of scrap pallets, 38 tons of paper and card-
board, over 313 tons of scrap steel, and over 153 tons of
scrap copper in 2009.  

If your business is interested in improving its fiscal
bottom line with recycling and waste reduction efforts,
please contact Darven Kendell at Area Recyclers, tele-
phone (319) 753-8126 or toll free at (800) 216-8126.





Energy saving ideas for winter
• Use a programmable thermostat to program

your thermostat at 70 degrees or under daytime
and under 65 at night.  

• If you haven’t had a furnace tune-up in over a
year, consider having one.  It might be money
well spent to clean your furnace and sensors
and have your vent pipes checked.  Alliant ener-
gy customers can receive a $40 rebate for a fur-
nace check up.  Visit www.alliantenergy.com for
more details.

• Keep curtains closed in the evening and night
time

• Open south facing curtains during the daylight
• Seal drafty doors or windows
• Check your gas water heater to ensure the flame

is blue and strong.  
Visit your utility provider’s website for a com-

plete list of rebates available.  Alliant energy cus-
tomers visit http://www.alliantenergy.com/Utility-
Services/ForYourHome/index.htm

Access energy customers visit http://www.ac-
cessenergycoop.com/Content/Residential/Re-
bates.aspx or call 866-242-4232.

Businesses can also qualify for selected rebates
and energy assistance. Please ask your provider
for details.

To improve winter indoor air quality:
• Make sure your furnace filter is clean
• Use a high efficiency pleated furnace filter
• Humidify indoor air to a level around 40%
• If your garage is attached, do not “warm up”

your car or truck while it is in the garage, even
if the door is open 

• Use your exhaust fan on your range hood when
cooking

• Use natural cleaners and avoid harsh chemicals
when cleaning
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TOURS
and

PRESENTATIONS
These people came to see us. Tours and presenta-

tions are available for all ages and group sizes and can
include information about the landfill, HazChem Center,

and recycling.  Tours and presentations can be scheduled
during normal business hours or for evenings and weekends.

Contact Darven Kendell, Education Coordinator, at (319) 753-
8126, toll free at 800-216-8126, or via email at feedback@dm-
cwaste.org and we’ll put you on our calendar.

• Burlington Christ Episcopal Church summer bible school
• New London High school recycling group
• Hope Haven
• West Burlington 5th grade
• Iowa Wesleyan College Global Issues class
• Blackhawk Wolf Cub Scouts
• West Burlington Wolf Cub Scouts

Thank You!

Household comfort
tips for winter

Recycle
your phone
books

Businesses and residents are
reminded that their
Yellowbook and Dex phone
books are recyclable items and
can be placed in your curbside
recycling bin.  Businesses and
rural residents are encouraged
to recycle their phone books
by placing them in any of the
9 recycling drop off locations
throughout Des Moines County
or to bring them to the drop
off located at Area Recyclers.

Pollution prevention
intern opportunity

Companies throughout southeast Iowa are invited to
submit an application for the Iowa Department of Natural
Resources Pollution Prevention Services P2 Intern Pro-
gram.  This program has been utilized by several area
businesses including GE, Federal Mogul, and American
Ordnance.  These businesses have realized significant fis-
cal and environmental benefits through the P2 Intern pro-
gram.  Since 2001, Pollution Prevention Interns have
saved over 100 companies more than 62 million dollars in
addition to conserving 1.04 billion gallons of water,
avoiding over 198,000 tons of solid and special waste and
saving 287 million kWh of energy.

The cost of the internship for new participants is cov-
ered by the program.  There are a limited number of proj-
ects for the summer 2011 program. Applications and addi-
tional information about the program are available by
Iowa DNR at www.iowaswap2services.com.  Specific
questions about the program or requests to obtain a hard
copy of the application should be directed to Dani Dilks,
Intern Coordinator, at (515) 281-8063 or email at
Danielle.Dilks@dnr.iowa.gov.
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Printed with
environmentally friendly

soybean oil ink.

To subscribe call 319-754-8462
 or 1-800-397-1708.

Danville State
Savings Bank
New London, IA
319-367-5100

1-877-367-5100

Danville, IA
319-392-4261

1-877-392-4261

271716

We Support Recycling 
and Thank Everyone 

 Who Does!

Three sure signs that fall is approaching:  Falling temperatures, children re-
turning to school, and trees losing their leaves.  All area residents are remind-
ed that leaves and grass clippings may be disposed of at no charge at the DMC
Regional Landfill.  Please do not burn leaves.

Home composting is an excellent alternative for your own yard waste, how-
ever, and can easily be accomplished by following these simple guidelines.

An informational composting wheel chart is available from Area Recyclers.
The ISU extension office also has information available about successful com-
posting.  Additional composting information can be found via the internet by
visiting any of these websites:  www.composters.com , www.cleanairgarden-
ing.com , or www.greenerchoices.org.

Composting
Essentials
Composting
Essentials

2011 Collection Calendars
Curbside collection calendars for 2011 will be distributed beginning

the week of November 15th.  Calendars will be placed in residential re-
cycling bins. Collection calendars will also be available for download af-
ter December 1st from our website at www.wastewrap.org and click on
the Area Recyclers icon.   

If you have questions about the holiday collection schedule or about
the 2011 curbside collection calendars, please contact Area Recyclers at
(319) 753-8126 or email us at feedback@dmcwaste.org. 

Wrapping paper, ribbons,
toy boxes, and bows…oh my!

After the thrill of seeing what good ole Santa left for everyone on Christmas
morning comes the unenviable job of “cleaning up”.  The Elves at Area Recy-
clers and the DMC Regional Landfill are asking you to follow this handy chart
to keep your holiday trash in check, and keep yourself off the “Scrooge” list!

Recyclable Trash
Toy boxes (non-corrugated) X
Toy boxes (corrugated, layered with “squiggly line”) X
Plastic window from toy boxes X
Styrofoam (any type) X
Shirt boxes X
Corrugated boxes from electronics, etc. X
2 Liter bottles of soda used for holiday punch X
Empty metal vegetable cans used for casseroles X
Wrapping paper X
Greeting cards X
Old/nonworking Christmas lights X
Lump of coal Santa left you X
Plastic grocery sacks (may recycle only at 
Wal-Mart, Target, Tom’s, Fareway, & HyVee, otherwise it’s--------------X

As always, if you have any questions, please contact us at (319) 753-8126,
find us on Facebook keyword “Area Recyclers,” or visit our website
www.wastewrap.org.   Merry Christmas
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Getting to know…
Regular visitors to the landfill or

Hazchem Center may have noticed
some new faces greeting them.  Re-
cently WasteWrap sat down with
them to learn more about them.  Be
sure to give them a friendly hello
the next time you are at the landfill.

Sam Thomson - Scale atten-
dant/HazChem technician.  Home-
town- Mediapolis, IA.  Sam started
work as the main scale attendant in
September.

Wayne Stumpf - HazChem tech-
nician/Scale attendant.  Hometown-
Burlington, IA.  Wayne started work
in the HazChem technician position
in July.

James Holsteen - Laborer at the
DMC Regional Landfill.  Hometown-
Burlington, IA.

WasteWrap:  What do you like
about working for the DMC Region-
al Waste Commission?

Sam: I really enjoy interacting
with different people and meeting
new people.  This is an entirely new
experience for me and so far I am
really enjoying it.

Wayne: I really enjoy the diversi-
ty of my position and not doing the
same thing every day. The people
here are really good to work with.

James: I enjoy having different
tasks to do each day and throughout
the day.  Sometimes I’m helping

others, sometimes I’m
working alone.  The
customers are usually
nice and appreciate
what I do to help them.

WW:  What do you
wish people knew more
about when coming to
the landfill or
HazChem Center?

Sam: I wish people
knew what they can
bring and cannot bring
to the landfill.  By that I
mean I wish people were more fa-
miliar with recycling and the
HazChem Center.  I see people
throwing items that can be recycled
into the trash dumpsters at the pub-
lic drop off and I wonder why they
don’t recycle them- cardboard is a
big one.  And I also have people
drive up and they have a box of
spray paints and they don’t realize
we have a HazChem Center to prop-
erly dispose of them.  

Wayne: I wish people understood
how important it is to keep chemi-
cals separated.  Sometimes people
come in with all their household
chemical containers in one bucket
and they need to be kept separate.

James: It is really important to
put items in the proper containers at
the public drop off area.  Sometimes
people don’t pay attention and

when something gets put into the
wrong container it can be very frus-
trating to correct their mistake.

WW:  What has surprised you
about working here?

Sam: I am really surprised by the
numbers of people who come out
here.  The public drop off area al-
ways has 2 or 3 vehicles there.  I
was also unaware of how many gen-
eral products that we use that are
hazardous…an example would be
finger nail polish.

Wayne: I’m amazed at the peo-
ple who don’t realize we have sur-
veillance cameras and think they
can do things without anyone seeing
them.  Working as  scale attendant
is a much more challenging position
than people realize.

James: I am surprised by how
many people come here every day. 

How many of us will, in about six weeks, welcome
the new year by making pledges, vows, and resolutions?
Isn’t it funny how we tend to turn January 1st into an
excuse to reform ourselves?  Despite our best intentions,
however, many of us end up discarding or abandoning
those plans, often before we can even glimpse the end
of January.  Will this year bring another round of resolu-
tions that fade with the passing of the days?  Let’s hope
not.  Let’s propose to actually achieve some of those
lofty goals, beginning with one.  One seems easy, right?
One goal, and the best way to achieve a goal is to make
it reasonable to accomplish.  What if we all pledged to
make a change for the better this next January; one
habit we improve or perhaps one bad habit we elimi-
nate?  My proposal to you is this . . . instead of “recy-
cling” resolutions from years past, which we sometimes
have not achieved anyway, why not make a fresh resolu-
tion- a resolution to begin recycling or to improve your
current efforts? This “recycling resolution,” so to speak,
could be as simple as vowing to no longer throw that
water or “hydration beverage” bottle into the trash bag
or to put a box for recycling paper underneath that
printer at work.  Starting small can lead to bigger and
better things. New Year’s resolutions can be quite pow-
erful in motivating us to better ourselves and improve
our impact on the world around us. This is why making
a recycling resolution is all the more important . . . the
payoff is real, not just for you but also for your family,
your neighbors, your community, your state . . . little
splashes that send ripples around the world.  

Happy
HolidaysHappy
Holidays

From the staff at the

DMC Regional
Waste
Commission

Recycling resolutions
or a resolution to
recycle?

Recycling resolutions
or a resolution to
recycle?

Left to right: Wayne Stumpf, James Holsteen and
Samantha Thomsom.

Find us on Facebook -
keyword “Area Recyclers”;

become a fan today!
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